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INTENTIONAL FOCUS 

 The word ófocusô is defined as ñthe center of interest or activity; the 
state or quality of having or producing clear visual definition.ò (Oxford Lan-
guages Dictionary) 

A personôs or churchôs focus is defined by whatever has their attention to the 
exclusion of all other influences. 

As we begin a new year, we must understand that 2022 was not a perfect year and no one can control what 
happens in 2023. 

However, despite these two facts, we can operate with a clear focus. As followers of Jesus Christ, we can 
ñgive thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and will glorify Your name foreverò (Psalm 86:12). 

In order to gratefully glorify God with our lives, individually and in our church, we must focus on two behav-
iors recorded in Matthew 22:37-39. 

Jesus responded to the Scribeôs question of the greatest commandment when he answered: ñôYou shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and 
foremost commandment. The second is like it óYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.ôò 

Loving God in daily worship and obedience 

We must begin with a consuming love of God. Any action occurring apart from the love of God is an action of 
self-exaltation. We love God only because He loved us first.  

1 John 4:10, ñIn this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.ò 

We worship God daily by appreciating Him and exalting Him in submission. 

We obey Him to verify our relationship with Him through faith in Christ. 

1 John 2:3, ñby this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.ò 

Loving People through service and evangelism 

Our response to people reveals our relationship to God.  

1 John 4:20, ñIf anyone says, ñI love God,ò and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.ò 

Love God and Love People, regardless of what happens in 2023. 

Alan Brock 
ñConnecting Christôs Church for Christôs missionò 
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We ended our 2022 year with a Christmas Party Sunday night. Our devotion centered on the 
12 Days of Christmas song, and its Christian connections. On the first day of Christmas, my true 

love gave to me a Partridge in a Pear Tree. The partridge is a bird that will give up its own life to pro-
tect its children. The pear represented purity, while the pear tree could represent eternal life. The 

analogy is amazing, and it clearly illustrates the Gospel message. 

                Our lunch program finished the year strong. Thank you to Sweetwater Baptist for bringing 
the last lunch for the semester and to April Clement for making dozens of wonderful cupcakes on 

two different occasions. The lunch is more than just a free meal, it is a way to break down barriers 

and engage people with the Gospel. Just like any other ministry that we do. IŪve been able to estab-
lish relationships with students who never would come to BSU. I know cooking for 150 can be quite 

a challenge so I wanted to tell all of you Thank You  for making this sacrifice either by cooking or by 

providing the funds for us to do a meal. 
                One of our leadership students had a wonderful ministry idea. She came up with an idea 

to make what she calls ŬBlessing Boxesŭ. Blessing Boxes are boxes designed to be a blessing to 

those who may be going through a difficult time for one reason or another. So far, she has put to-
gether 5 of these to help minister to her friends and teachers who have been having a difficult time. 

                This next month our group will be bringing 8 students and myself to New Orleans for our 

annual apologetics conference. In February we will be attending the Missouri Baptist Collegiate Con-
ference in Fulton, MO. Then in March, we will be taking our big spring break mission trip; this year 

we will be going to Florence, OR for church planting.  
                Please pray for our group as they encounter new things and stretch who they are in Christ. 

Pray that they will continue to be able to minister to our Crowder Campus. 

  
Thank you for all your love and support!! 

Evert Staib-1/26  



 

October, 2022 a collection of three hundred ninety-one dollars was submitted through our Shoal Creek Bap-
tist Association office to the WMU 2022 Heroes for Hope challenge. This was a pilot program geared to help 
WMU as an effective missionôs tool for ministries and leadership development.  If you or your church made 
a donation separate from the $391, please inform SCBA office to update our total collected towards the 
$5000 team goal.    
WMU thanks you!   
 
November 7, 2022 was the 72nd year for Baptist Womenôs World Day of Prayer.   Endorsed by 21 nations, 
this is a world-wide prayer network in over 140 countries and 176,000 churches. 
Twenty-seven women representing ten SCBA churches gathered at Fellowship Baptist in Neosho to partici-
pate in prayer to impact the world for Christ.      
The 2022 theme was ñVictorious Lifeò drawn from 2 Corinthians 2:14, ñBut thanks be to God, who always 
leads us in triumph of Christ and through us reveals the fragrance of the knowledge of Him in every place.ò     
 
WMU partners with the local church to make and support disciples of Jesus who live on mission, and tell 
others about Jesus.  WMU provides materials and encourages you to get involved in local, North American 
and foreign missions.  Jesus wants you to love Him and to serve Him, because of your love for Him.  Be 
genuine in love, constant in prayer and compassionate to all. 
 
Missions Opportunity 
SCBA mission team traveled to Grace Fellowship Church, Newtown, MO in August, 2022.   
God is hearing prayers and blessing work there.  Since the SCBA trip, outreach has been successful. As of 
November 3, three new families were added to the church.  The needs of the church are:  prayer, finances, 
and favor in the community.   Needs for the pastorôs family are:  prayer, finances, a home of their own and 
launching their children into the world.    
 
Support can be sent to:    Pastor Abner Neill, 702 N Broadway St. Princeton, MO  64673 
 
Things to remember:        Anniversary           December 16 
 
Family  Birthdays:             Abner                    August 14 
                                         Jennifer (wife)       November 10 
                                          Emily  (26)             December 10 
                                          Abigail  (24)           May 28 
                                          Riley   (23)             November 11 
                                          Edward   (21)         December 11 
                                          Marguerite  (19)     October 20 
 
For we are laborers together with God.    1 Corinthians 3:9 
 
Geneva Fisher 
SCBA WMU 



Giving Report 

2023 
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ñConnecting Cooperative Churches on Christôs Missionò 

Anderson $2,957.17 

Baptist Revival Center $400.00 

Belfast $1,601.71 

Bethany $1,100.00 

Burch $649.46 

Burch - BSU $300.00 

Calvary Neosho $10,200.00 

Freedom Church $200.00 

Cross Roads $1,657.89 

Emmanuel $1,836.20 

Fairview $42.47 

Fairview - BSU $21.23 

Fellowship $11,896.80 

Fellowship - BSU $500.00 

Goodman $2,385.86 

Goodman - BSU $421.47 

Granby $4,434.65 

Granby - BSU $76.27 

Hart $1,046.20 

Hart - BSU $360.00 

Hilldale $300.00 

Hmong Baptist Mission $112.02 

Honey Lake $1,215.30 

Iglesia Bautista Noel $400.00 
Iglesia Bautista Noel - 
BSU $200.00 

Lanagan $1,411.30 

Lanagan - BSU $213.75 

McNatt $600.00 

Mill Creek $5,195.23 

Mill Creek - BSU $1,700.25 

Mission Bautista Palabra 
Andsn $417.25 

Monark $1,502.60 

Monark - BSU $187.87 

Neosho First $19,250.00 

New Salem $600.00 

Newtonia $2,909.48 

Newtonia - BSU $581.90 

Northside $12,000.00 

Patterson Heights $1,306.73 

Patterson Heights - BSU $180.00 

Pineville $1,100.00 

Pioneer $900.00 

Pleasant Grove $1,382.35 

Prosperity $3,596.00 

Ritchey $14,048.00 

Seneca $7,545.61 

Splitlog $3,000.00 

Stella $1,520.84 

Swars Prairie $8,999.00 

Swars Prairie - BSU $902.00 

SWC First $7,709.50 

Sweetwater $19,619.31 

Sweetwater - BSU $380.52 

Van Buren $500.00 

Total General Budget 
Income $163,574.19 


