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GRATITUDE 
 Gratitude is a sign of Jesusô presence the result of Holy Spiritôs 
control. 
 
Paul writes to the church of Ephesus celebrating Godôs uniting Jews and 
Gentiles together under Christ in His church. He prays for them as he 
hears of their faith in Christ and their love for one another, (1:15-16). 
The believers of Ephesus are challenged to be imitators of God walking 
in love and holiness by rejecting their previous immoral sensual lives. 
Rather than be controlled by alcoholic drink in an immoral environment 
of worship of Diana/Artemis, Paul commands these believers to be con-
trolled by Godôs Holy Spirit. The control of Godôs Spirit provides out-
ward visible signs. 
 
ñAnd do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled 
with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the 
Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ to God, even the Father; 21and be subject to one another in 
the fear of Christ.ò 
Ephesians 5:18-21 
 
Paul issues a command to ñbe filled with the Spirit.ò This command 
calls for a continual obedient application. It is a call to continually intentionally be under the control of Godôs 
Holy Spirit for the exaltation of Jesus Christ.  
 
The control of Holy Spirit is evidenced by three actions: Praise, Gratitude and Submission. 
 
In this article, our focus is on gratitude. The word ñgiving thanksò modifies the verb ñbe filled with the Spirit 
and expects a continually application. The word itself is a combination of two words, ñgood,ò and ñgraceò 
properly meaning ñGodôs grace works well.ò  
 
The Ephesian believers were reminded that they had been ñchildren of wrath,ò (2:3), but by Godôs grace they 
had been saved, (2:8-9). Christôs salvation changed their lives. Paul did not cease giving thanks for them 
ñhaving heard of the faith in the Lord Jesuséand your love for all the saints,ò (1:15) 
 
For whom or what are we grateful to God for His ñgood grace?ò  
 
Communicate your appreciation and gratitude. Let us be known as a grateful people continually, not just dur-
ing one month of the year. 
 
I thank God for His gracious salvation through Jesus, His inspired authoritative Word, His precious bride, the 
Church cared for by His pastors, teachers and evangelists. 
 
I am grateful to God for Shoal Creek Baptist Association. 
 
Alan Brock 
660-707-2485 
abrock2485@gmail.com 
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2nd  - Prayer Meeting 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. 
 
3rdñElection  
 
4thñBudget and Calendar 
Meeting  10 a.m.  
 
11thñVeterans Day 
 
26-27thñThanksgiving 
BreakñOffice Closed 
 
29th ðDec 6th ñ IMB Week 
of Prayer 
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Crowder BSU  

On Sunday Nights, weôve been going through a study 
about David and Goliath. We were talking specifically 
about defeating sins like fear, anger, rejection, addiction, and comfort. Comfort was the topic 
this past Sunday Night, and how we like to shelter ourselves from the uncomfortable by re-
treating into our tents. We can become so familiar with this behavior that God could be speak-
ing to you, but because itôs outside of your comfort zone, we wonôt hear Him. 

 Currently, BSU has several projects that are happening. Care packages were put together 
and distributed to both East Newton and Crowder College. About 440 bags of snacks and an 
encouraging note in total. A group of us joined the International Club and attended the Corn 
Maze this past weekend. In total, there were 26 of us. The students are also raising money for 
the purchase of an animal and Christmas Boxes through Samaritans Purse. 

 As Alan mentioned at the last meeting, the BSU is undergoing some remodeling. Hope-
fully, in about a month, we will have new walls, floors, and new ceiling tiles. The students are 
excited about this and will be helping prep the building once the election is over. We will have 
a workday the Thursday after the election to remove the paneling and molding from the walls. 
Depending on how we did budget-wise, we may also look at some other changes. 

 Please continue to pray for our country and this ministry. The people in our community 
are looking for God. I believe that God is outside of our tents and speaking to us right now. We 
all need to put our stuff down and study the word of God, pray, and meditate on what He is 
saying. 
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The past couple of months I have been sharing about our local churches choosing to partner together in 
groups called associations. Those churches work together to help one another reach the local missions field 
with the gospel. By working together, the gospel will reach more people than through just one church alone.   

WMU will be hosting an Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Packing Party on Thursday, November 12th. It 
will be held at the Weston Place on the Square from 6:300-8:00.  I have challenged the churches to a goal of 
100 shoeboxes to be packed that night! Please see the invitation details in the Broadcaster this month and 
RSVP by Monday, November 9th, so that we can provide ample space for everyone.  

I love seeing God at work and being given the opportunity to serve with other women to help spread the Gos-
pel!  Our event is also going to be able to help another church in our association that has been able to collect 
items for their shoeboxes, but they are unable to pack them at this time.  They usually pack around 300 box-
es!! Now, I donôt know that we will get all of that done in one night, but we will be the manpower they need 
to get these shoeboxes on the journey to children all over the world to know the love of Jesus! Is that exciting 
or what?!! This is exactly what we are to do as the body of Christ. Help one another in growing His kingdom.  
Such an exciting time for us as we begin the season of celebrating the birth of our Savior! I so hope that you 
can join the packing party.  

On November 2nd, Baptist women around the world gather to pray. Thousands of Baptist women on every 
continent will be praying. When Christian women pray with one another, it makes a difference! 

Even though you may not be able to meet in a large group, you could have a small group meet in your home 
or church that day for a time of prayer. Pray for the women and their ministries or work on a special project in 
your area.  

November turns our thoughts toward family, blessings, and thanksgiving. An attitude of gratitude demon-
strates Godôs relentless love. We make time to be with family, enjoying meals and sharing laughter. But what 
about making time for those in the hospital or assisted living communities? We know this past year has been 
filled with many families having difficulties connecting with those in facilities. They can become too discour-
aged to feel thankful.  

One way you can help combat their loneliness is with the gift of time and prayer. If a facility allows, take a 
few minutes to go and pray with them.  If they are not allowed visitors, take time to send a note of encourage-
ment and a prayer for them.  Sometimes the simple acts of kindness mean the most.  Share a blessing with 
someone during this season and you will be blessed as well.   

With a grateful heart, let us continue to serve in missions with simple blessings that have big impact.  

 

Kim Branham 

WMU Director 
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